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THOUGHTS 


ON THE 


I. E. 


'To pre vent the 


G R O * T .. 
SC H IS M. 
Ina LETTER ca Friend, 


SIR, 


E are not a little rd to 
hear that thoſe Gentlemen we 
have choſen to be our Repreſen- 


tatives, are taking ſuch Steps as will certainly 
involve our Country in a deal of Confuſion, 
if not make the ſame an Acheldama. Have 
A 2 | nor 


* 


r 
not our Breaches for ſome Years paſt been 
Wide enough, but thoſe who ought to exert 


tmhemſelves in healing of them, muſt uſe their 


Endeavours to make them irreparable? Ts 
this the Effects of a Peace with our Enemies 
Abroad; immediately upon its being obtain'd, 
to break out into Wars at Home; and ſuch 
Wars too, as will be mere pernicious to 
Church and State in twelve Month's Time, 
after Commencement, than twelve Years twice 
told with a Foreign Enemy, being at Peace 
among our ſelves? Do not too many Steps 
now taken, evince, that many have forgot 
what they have read or heard, if not ſeen 
and felt of, the direful Condition of this our 
dear Native Country's being long harraſs'd, 
enſlay'd, and almoſt ruind, by an unnatural 
War? Blooming Years may remember in 
what a Caſe this Nation was in by the ambi- 
tious Attempts of a late afpiring Monarch, 
5 42 on by a Sett of Men who deſign d 
no leſs than the Extirpation of its Glory. 
The Game in play, is too obvious, and any | 
one, with half an Eye, may eaſily fee Dan- | | 
ger impending, whilſt thoſe that ſhould by 


ſeeking their own, and our Security, under, 


the ſpeeious. Pretence of aggrandizing the 


Church and Monarchy, are they not fu- 


riouſly. purſuing thoſe Meaſures, as tend 
to deprive us of our Privileges and Liberty, 
Sir, not to ſay make null their own Faith and 
Sac; 


ſhe 


(5) 


Amongſt many other Things conſiderable, 
the Subject of my preſent Concern is, The 
Treatment the Proteſtant ot rage in ſome 


meaſure have, and are likely to meet with 


more of. It ſeems, they now are made the 
common Butt, for not only the unthinking 
Rabble, but thoſe: alſo that ſet up for Men of 


the politeſt Underſtandings, to ſhoot at; and 


-what the former not long ſince attempted 
without Law, the latter are conſequentially 
promoting to be effected by a Law. But When 


I conſider a Saying of that famous eminent 
Lawyer, Jaage Cook, in his Inſtitutes, viz. 


That Laws made againſt right Reaſon, and the 


Law of Nature, are void in themſelves, T hope 


every thinking Man will ſee no Neceſſity of 
_ obeying them longer, than till they are in a 
Capacity to deny or diſpute them ; and, as 
another ſays, Laws made in extraordinary Heats, 


are uo regular Obligations. I would willingly 
ſpeak of Things with a Modeſty fuitable to 


the great Veneration and Eſteem that is due ts 
Auguſt Aſſemblies, beheving that Acts of 
Parliament are moſt proper to be cenſur d by 


thoſe that have a Right and Power to make 
them; yet I hope it will not be indecent to 
ſay, That what they do, ought not to 


let Monarchy looſe beyond its Limits, nor de- 


prive the Subject of his natural and real Right: 
That the preſent Bill, as tis calld, To prevent 


the Growth of Schiſm, & c. looks too much that 


way, is not beyond Demonſtration; which, 
I doubt not, but if it paſs, will be evine*'dby 
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ſome abler Pens: But that it is againſt the 
Law of God, the Law of Nature, and the 
Laus of the Nation, I ſhall briefly ſhew. 
For, pray, What is the Intent thereof, but 
that our Children ſhall not be educated in 
the Faith of their Parents, who diſſent from 
the conſtituted National Church of England; 


and conſequently, that the Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters ſhall have no Succeſſion of Minifters, af- 


ter thoſe in Being are cut off? Now, Sir, it. 
may not be amiſs to obſerve, that the Prote- 

fant Diſſenters hold and maintain the ſame 
Things with the Church of England in point 


of Doctrine, according to her own Articles : 
They do not forſake her Communion in any 


Point. where Chriſt's Authority takes place; 
and thoſe Things in which they in point of Con- 
ſcience dare not joyn with her in, is, and has 


been allow'd by her moſt ſober and judicious 


Divines, to be Matters of Indifferency: They 
ſay, her Ceremonies, which we cannot own 


no more than her Hierarchy, are retain'd for 
Orderand Decency. We believe there 1s no- 
thing decent nor orderly in God's Worſhip, 
which has not God's Authority and his Gol- 
pel for our Rule; ſo that our Differences do 
not ariſe from the Eſſentials of Religion, but 


from the Obtruſion and Impoſition of thoſe. 


Things which themſelves acknowledge to be 


indifferent, though they are of weightier Mo- 


ment with us. We hold the ſame Articles of 
Faith. with them, which the Word of God 
directs us to, and in the ſame Senſe, by — 

| al 


e N 5 
all the Primitive Fathers were ſav'd ; we em- 
| brace the ſame Sacraments, and make their 
Doctrine and Practice (under the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and as beſt Expoſitors thereof) a Stan- 
dard and Seal of Truth between them and 
us. As therefore the Eſſence and Subſtance 
of their Religion and ours is the ſame, them- 
ſelves duly conſidering, and faithfully judg. 
ing, muſt acknowledge if they are right, we 
are not wrong. Why, therefore, ſhould they 
ſo treat us? Have they any. warrant from 
God's Word, to enact ſuch a Law, as to pre- 
vent a riſing Generation from being inſtructed 
in thoſe Principles and Doctrines of Religion 
which are true, and profeſs'd to be ſuch by 
themſelve s: C091 97043 £8 
I. Doth not the Law of God require all Men 
that hear, learn, and keep it, having a Gift 
from Chriſt, of what Rank, Condition, or 
Quality ſoever (High or Low) ſhould be 
Teachers and Publiſhers of it, Matt. v. 19. 
1 Pet. iv. 10. 2 Tim iv. 2. And has there not 
been of all Degrees, Pſal xl. 9. Eccieſ. i. 1. and 
xli. 10. 2 Chron. Xvil. 7, 8, 9. Mark vi. 3. 
Amos i. 1. Mark i. 16, 17. Acts xviii. a. But 
is not the Deſfign- of this Bill to forbid any, 
High or Low, to preach and publiſh, nay, to 
be inſtructed into God's Law, but ſuch as con- 
form to the Traditions and Commands of 
Men, by reading, or hearing read, the Com- 
 mox-Prayer, and ſubmitting to human Services, 
Ceremonies, and Inventions, Mart vii. 75 8,9. 


ys berecd by Chris with ur- 


however otherwa 


ver ſuch Miniſterial Gifts and Attainments J 4 


and accompliſhed with School Learning? 
II. Doth not the Word of God 27 y 


may all propheſie (or preach) one by one? 


But is it not the Language of this Bill, v1. 
after we have got rid of thoſe in Being, you 
ſhall have none to preach ſo to you as they do, 
no not one? 1 in lag 
III. Doth not the Word of God pronounce 
a Woe unto ſych whom he has qualified- by 
Grace and Miniſterial Gifts, if they preach 
not the Goſpel? 1 Cor. ix..16. © 
But will not this Bill pronougce a Woe to 
them, if they „ 17 coi 
IV. Is there not in God's Law a pro- 
miſed Reward and Bleſſing to thoſe that 
teach it to others? Matt. x. 41, and 25; ar, 
and v. 19. James v. 200. 
Zut will there not be Threatnings and 
Fines, if not utter Ruin in the Bowels of this 
Bill, to ſueh as teach either Youthor Age, ex- 
cept they comply and conform? 
Vi. Doth not God's La denounce Cur- 
ſing and Wrath to the uttermoſt, to thoſe 
- that reject and forbid, and that miſuſe and 
abuſe his People and Preachers, and beat their 
Fellow-ſervants,.. i Theſ. ii. 16. Matt. xxiv. 
$1,895 40s. } 1:45 7 T6144 If * 1 
And has there not been ſuch Laws made? 
And may we not fear by chis Bill, there. will 
ſomething enſue, wherein will be —_— 
J an 
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— * 
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5 ative in perſecuting and proſecuting the faith - 
ful Preachers and Hearers of the Goſpel. 

F Second, As tothe LAW of N ature, I need 
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only quote that great Magna Gharta laid down 
by our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
Mat. vii. 12. Whatſoever ye would that Men 
ſhould do unto jou, do ye even the ſame unto them: 
for this is the Law and the Prophets, _ 
© | Let theſe Men that are fo zealous to pro- 
note this Bill; if they are Men of Conſcience, 
1 ask their own Hearts, whether they would 
: think it equal and juſt; for Men of a contrary 
Principle and Profeflion, to be ſo dealt 
I ⁵ Ä / 7˙ 59 
[Would they think it reaſonable, if the Pa- 
piſtii were uppermoſt, to have their Proteſtant 
Univerſities, and Schools of Literature ſup- 
d preſs'd, and their Children not ſuffered to be 


18 educated in the ſame Principles of Chriſtia- 
4 nity which themſelves prbfeſs? No, nor a 
" | Succeſſion of Proteſtant Miniſters to ariſe for 


the inſtructing of the riſing Generation? 
. Nay, would they think it equitable from 
ſe ey * 
d the Proteſt ant Diſſenters, if the Power were 
in their Hands to be fo ſerv'd by them, 


oo | notwithſtanding; they profeſs to hold both the 
” ſame Fundamentals. Sonoran 
Vould they think it al) fair, juſt and equal 


i Dealing, to have their Conſciences impoſed 
upon in religious Matters by human Laws, 
4 n +" 0: __ eſpe- 


(0 $) 
efpectaltyinhk ſack — — 
cannot b N A! 


4 * : 7 I 
iti 4 30 's * 


the M nent of — who. though. in 
many things they may be Right; yet will 
wihfunly la a greater Streſs, and Derr higher 
Elteem for What themſelves believe indiffe- 
rent, and thoſe they impoſe them upon de- 
lieve unlawful; making Laws againſt. 

to fuppteſs them; although they 2 


_ REAP in ee of, cheir own. Re! 
en 4 
Thirdly, As. 60 the Laws of the Naos "0 


What need May more than juſt inſtance che Act 
of Toleration, inade in tlie Firſt of King Wilms 
and Queen Mary,  Entituted An Act for Exemp- 
ting their Majeſties Subjects Diſſemting' from the 
Church , England, [fins the Penalties of cer- 


tein Laws, provided fach who ep. to enjoy the 


Benefit. thereof, do comply with the Terms and Con- 
ditions therein mentioned. Now pray w are 


thoſe Conditions? Why, 
Firſt, To take the Oaths mentioned in an 


A& Entiuled, 4» A for removing and preven- 


* * Queſtions and * — the 
[I ſem 


75 not Hog ar W ben be ſtripe. 
of Conſcience: and Parental Bowels that can 
freely ſurrender his Religion and Children to 


l, That 90 Provefient 


Aorbling A Suu res dur eee 
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Second, To make 2nd ſubſeribe dig De- 
claations mentioned in d Statute made in the 


Agthe Tear of Reign of Riog Charger Har- 


tienled A ee. Pchuſte fem Sitting in 


ehen Hlowje of Helin... , Slot 
Thirdly, That Huch. as arb fuſe to take the 
Oaths . Tendred to them, within 30 Days 


ſuch Tender pprοqꝗοuce te ſufficient Pro- 


2 . it meſſes 050. 3 Oath, chat 


they believe him to bea Proteſtant Tfenter, 
ora Gertificate under the Hands of fohr Fro- 
teftangs, who are Oh H ble b ther Church 


of Hagland, and have taken the: Oaths; and 


Hahl „che — — ahovelid;; ag 
M alſo ;produce a (Certificate under the 


Hands and. Seals of Sign more Huſpeient | 
: Men of the. 


oregation to which he be- 
Alon nig im to he O86: Of them Gn 
geh, Thar ao Aſſembly of Perſons 
Viſſenting ſtomithe Chureh of Wen hall 
be io any Plae for Religions Worship, with 
the Doors Locked, Barred, or Bolted, du- 
ringany time , ſuch Meeting tagether, 
Difſenters, from 
this or any ther Act, take Encouragement 
notito pay Tythes, or any other Duties bo. the 
. Glnfchor Min tl. 515 
Sinthly, That the Places of wobbol: Vor- 
e whervin the etage, or. . 
ICS 


| Ee 12 5 | ws 
bles of Diſſentivix Phoriflants moet, bo cel 
fied to the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, or to the 
Arch. Deacon oſ that Arch-Deaconry,” or to 
the Juſtices of the Peace, at the General or 
Quatter Seſſions of the Peace for the County, 
City) or Place in which ſuch Meeting ſhall 
be held, which is there to he regiſtered, and 
a Certificate to de e Tor Six pence, 
when demanded.” 20436 


. De and above 
. probation” of, and &blcribs the Artibles of 
Reli ien, mentioned in the statute made in 
_ _ th Tear of the Reign of the late 
2 except the 485 bo about the 
—— of the.Church; an —— 3 th, Son- 
cerniug Homilies; and the Jah, of che Con- 
ſecration of Biſhops and Mildifiers, tina theſe 
Words of the goth Article,” (iso) 'T'be Church 
hath Pune t derbe R Ales .or Ceremonieſ and 
Auibborith in Cuurober fie of Path, and yet 
and choſe; whopſteraple 'the:Baprizing oft iTh- 
 fants,.may9except! part-of-the 27th Artiele, 
touching Infæat tse tim. 5129. T 2100Q] , 
Now have Yie!Proteſtunt' Doſſemters' been de- 
 Roient in an Thing requitediof them agcoc- 
ling de aws Nay] have . been ſo von- 
- formabley tliat: len preſent Mapeſty lias diſco- 
ver'd her Satisfaction in tho 1. % Sibjetbion, 
and has Been graciauſly plbasd, as 4 Toben of 


"it, zn nge Home Throne, we ure 
them, 


2 s 1 ; 
worth ; * : «_ * * * * 
A ca  £.. a 1 


. 
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cherty chat their Liberties and Privileges ſhovld 
be inviolably maintain d? 
ertainly thoſe Men who attempt to cut 
ſhort, and abridge their L#errtjes, have either 
little regard to Roya/ Promiſes, or- believe and 
inſinuate her Majeſty inſincere in making 
them, which is what the Di ſſenters hav&ever 
had a contrary Opinion of; for I am woll af- 
ſured, they have: expreſs dia great deal of Sa- 
tisfaction in the Cireumffances of theif To. 
lerated Settlement; and all the late Reign, 
While their Toleration and Prinvilges were ſe- 
cure, they were entirely eily, fully pleas'd, 
and had nothing to wiſh more than tiey en- 
-joy*d: And under all the Uneafineſs they have 
expreſsid in this Reign, 'the-renew?d? Aſſu- 
rancesof the Continuation of their Toleration, 
from the Royal Promiſes of the QUEEN, 
have been as Life to them from the Bead, 
and at all Times reviv*d their Satisfaction f- 
ter it had received any Shock from the Vio- 
lence and bl cages of a Party: How'pro- 
digiouſly ſtrange muſt it then» be, that Men 

of Senſe, and profeſſing the ſame Religion, 
ſhould be fo much inflam'd 'with Party Hear, 
as to ſacrifice their real 'Prudence, in mo- 


"ving for to obtain a Law ſo repugnant tothe 


-Lawof God, Nature, and their Country, and 
to the Diſhonour of their Sovereign, whom 
they profeſs ſo dearly to love? For is She not 
diſhonour'd, if put upon by their Bills tb be 
5 T's A "NP worle 


3 
awore than Her Prom? And dogsngt the 
very Motion for ſuch a Billhighly, reflect 
Her, and uponthe Honour of . For 
Bas there not been Declarations made tothe 
lame effect, (with her Majeſty's repeated Aſ- 
ſurances) in ſome Ads of Parliameot,:iman 
eſpecial manner; That egainſi-Occafienped Confor- 
wity? How can ſuch Men approve thenddlves 
good Patriots and true Lovers of their QUEEN 
and Country, when they are taking ſuch Mea- 
fures'as — * tend to breed Jealouſies in 
the Minds of che Subject Towards theSgve- 
rigo'? And by how much. they find their Li- 


them. after another, by ſo much it cannot b 
cool their Aßgections, and put them under a 


3 * n ths nner 


4 5 hae; differved heck | wal oor the 
Muimprovement of their Privileges, of 


willful) Abuſe of the 7 aleration they, have 1o 
many Years! enzoy'd, they Would have the 


leſs Cauſe to he concern'd j bit When they ae 
well aſſur'd of the contrary, * e can Hlame 
them for beidg furpriz de: gt 03 e8 
I know tis. t o common; among {uchowho 
know either little of God, Religion; or the 
common Good and Safety; of. the Freteſtant 
Intereſt to reflect upon the. Diſſenters, being 


ble, 


berties Ae and one Reſt ricton laid _ 
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e of W thema odious as pofi- 
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C5). | 
ble; and very inteuſe aud defireus to widen 


out Breackies, repreſenting them as a FacHow | 
5% that are ef Antimenarehicaf Princic 


es, dad Enertiies to the Govenment; thar 
ce ate dangerous boch to Church: and State 
ard therefore the Church onghe to be ſecur*d; 
andthey providedagainft ass dangerous Brood; 
hateh'd f arid her Wing, that wilt l60f& no 
Opportunity to deſtroy herz that they ought 


to be ſo far from beiug admitred into the Ad 


miniſtration, that they bought not to be tryü- 
ſed with- the Privilege of Free-hoſdersg er 


have amy Verte in Election for Members of 


Parliament. In this, and the like Lan- 
guage, do ſortic Furioſos threat "rhe" Proe. 
fave Diſſenters;, hut any that iriſpect 
Management ad. ' SubjoEion, will {con foo, 
quite the conerary. Pray who: have fthewn 4 
more chearful Bor wardneſs to ſupport the Go. 
verament and Monarch of England, thaw 

they have done? Have they not both in their 
Civil and Religious Stations, approv'd them- 
ſelves as good Subjefts and Proteſtants'as any? 
E to ſeek out the true Intereſt of the Nation, 


and purſue it; if to be Hearty for the Revo- 


lution, upon which her preſent Majeſty's Title 
depends, and the Hannover Saccrſſion is built; if 
to approve the Principles on which the preſent 
Eſtablifhment is founded, and to wiſhand pray 


for the Continuance thereof, be any Plea; cer- 


1 the — have as s good a Claim to! 
the 
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they can wiſh to be delivered from; they: muſt 


firſt be arraign'd for Fools, before they gan 
be indicted for Rebels, and - ought to be ſent 
to Bealam, and not to Newgate. "Bork r 


If, therefore, they are heliev'd to be in 


their Wits, I hope it will eaſily be believ'd 


they can be no Enemies to the preſent Eſta- 


bliſhment, ſeeing ſo to be, would be ſo preju- 
dicial to their own Intereſt; and I dare chal- 
lenge any Man in. the World to prove that 
the Diſſenters ever attempted any thing like 
what they charg'd them with, either with 
reſpect to Church or State. I dare ſay they 
have no Deſire to alter, very well knowing, 
no Advantage will accrue to them by diſturb- 
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ing the Government, 


the Church of England. 


of the Church and the Diſſenters in general, 


that it is in the beſt Hands it can be, for the 


Benefir of the whole. What is aledg f by 


the Bill Promoters, is, that the Church will 
by it be farther ſecured. It ſeems a very, odd 
have chearfully-exerted themſelves to ſupport 
it, whilſt they are wink'd atthatare'known 


to be daily induſtrious to ſubyert and deſtroy 


it, I mean the Jacobites and Nonjurors:, for 


tho? they pretend to ſomething like the preſent 


Church Eſtabliſhment, yet tis no ſuch thing; 
for what is the Epiſcopacy they plead for, but 
ſuch a one as is inconſiſtent with the preſent E- 
ſtabliſnment? An Epiſcopacy founded on what 
they call Divine Right, ſuch a one as cannot 
be forfeited by any Diſobedience to the Civil 
Magiſtrate, nor ſubject to any Civil Cenſure. 
Hence is it they ſo conſtantly joyn with thoſe 
that refuſe to joyn in Communion with the 


1 . 
* 


Eftablifh'd Church ; and the Church they pre- 
tend to ſet up for, they ſay, is independent 
of! the State, which every one knows, is not 

The ſettled Doctrines 


are the ſame; but theſe Men, and too' many 
that are in the Church, deny, preach, and write 
againſt them. Are not the Diſſenters better 
Church-Men and better Subjects than theſe ; 
yea, ſurely, and have a better Claim to Favour 
and Indulgence? Let any reaſonable Man 
,, © -: judge, 
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ſincere briſBang that fort a Göpel Church; 


afi@ tho” the Church were leſs, more Charity 

on One hand, und Piety on the other, wit 

exact Church « en fures, and eſs Civil Coer- 
cion, would g¹ 7 Her Credit with Conſcience 
in all Sects, without whichtheir Acceffion it 
ſelf would be no Benefit, hut Diſgrace and 
Hazard to her Conſtitution: Anf to ſpeak u. 
dently in this Affalr, tis 'rhe ieren of the 
Chitch of - Exgland not to attempt nor ſuffer 
the Extindtion'of the Diſenters, that ſhe'may 


have 4 Counter-balance to the Roman Catho- 


licks, however few-imagined'to, be in Num- 
ber, yet ate great In Quality, and greatet in 
e 8 and Affiſtance. RB 

bee e ſo far from be⸗ 

ng Charett, chat in it, *and 
rao FI n it, WI be attended 
with-divers Milthief „that Muft r yöfdably 
follawy for Whatever the'Cptitt;vers arid Pro- 
moters of it may think, nay tö tlie Con. 
— ir is not only 4 Erczch ti n che Tole- 
i but ne ftp Step rd al fe vere Perſecu- 
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Manufactury of the Kingdom ſinlæ; and thoſe 
that have contributed ſo largely to maintain 
the Poor, muſt come upon the Poor's Book 
for Maintainance. This ſeems to be an im- 
poveriſhing of the Publick ; but if to avoid 
this, they tranſport themſelves with their Ef- 
feas into other Governments, nay, tho it 
were into any of her Majeſty's P antations, 
the Number were too far great to he ſpar d 
from Home: So much principal Stock wan- 
ting to turn the yearly Traffick, and fo, many 
'People too to conſume our yearly Growth, 
mult iſſue fatally to the Trade one way, and 
on the Lands and Rents of the Kingdom ano- 
ther way, beſides laying the Nation: Jeep 5 

the Incurſions of a vigilant Enemy, Is 
not ſome Reaſon to believe the ect _ 
| have occaſion. again, both for the Perſons and 
5 Pures, 2% and Prayers too of the Diſſantero 
„5 as ſhe: did Ut the Revolution ? Is the Ma ice of 
kde ks piſts abateg; or do they not rather dai- 
I: di 00 it to We as great as ever? Do not 
e Fruch infult us to our Faces, by £ Bi. ng us 
1725 5450 67 J Accounts of aa abjur'd Preten- 
nd of the, Honour and Reſpect that is 
- Bk to 1425 where-ever he comes? And can 
dur Church-Men expect, UN ever he obtains 
"bis Velen, tha 915 and his P opiſh Adherents 
| will make any A Sia det ern the Prote. 
"fare ant Church of. gland, and the Proteſtant | 


8 "Diſſemters? ? No, do, all muſt either renounce, 
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Bae che Church of Exglaud en Wealth and 
Strength enough to maintain their own Inte- 
reſt? F believe not. 
Lat, If the "Diſſenrers ſhould | feld 
either to ſuffet nor fly,. but conform 
prevent both, it's worth . enquiring, Where 
'this Will be any well. founded Security either 
to Church or State, or not? Rather 3 raking fg 
up Coals under Aſhes fot a future Miſchief. | 
He whom Fear or Policy hath made treache- 
rous to his own Canſcience, ought not to be 
held true to any rhing, but his own Safety a: 
Revenge; his Eooformity gives him the firſt, 
and Hi: Reſentine fit of the Force that compels 
it, will on 90 08h ler "him. want the laſt : 
80 that Conformity ouzens no Body. 18 
the Gbyernment; for "th Slate Fanatic (W 
is thie unſafe Thing to the 8 ate) being AY 
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on it, the ſafeſt Way of blotting out Danger. 


And I cannot forbear declaring, this kind of 
neceſſary. Conformity, makes the Church dan- 


gerous to the State; for even the Hypocriſy 
that follows makes the Church -both conceal 
and protect the Hypocrites ; which, together 
with their Liberality to the Parſon, Charity 


to the Poor, and Hoſpitality to their Neigh- 


bours, recommends them to the firſt Favours 


they have to beſtow. That Fort is not very 


ſecures where a Part of the Garriſon conſiſts 


of diſguisd Enemies, for when, they take 


their Turns at the Watch, the Danger is hard- 
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ly evitable; it would then certainly be the 
Safety of the Fort, that ſuch Friends in Maſ- 


querade were induſtriouſly kept out, inſtead 
of being whipt in. 


It is very ſtrange that the Charch of England 
cannot: be: ſufficiently ſecure, without perſe- 
cuting and labouring to extinguiſh the Diſſen- 
ters. Let us remember that the Religion that's 
true, allows no Man to do Wrong, that Good 
may come on't; and that nothing has * 

= : the 


crime, and makes that. 
NPs 1 e Dark ; it blows out his Can- - 
dle, and leaves him without Diſtinction. Such 
Subjects are like Figures in Sand, When Wa- 
tet is flapt upon them, they run together, and 
are igdiſcernible ; or written Sedition made 
illegible by writing the Oaths and Canons up- 
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ce Cfedir of a0) Religion'mort, than defli- 
ning to ſupport it ſelf by its own Charity and 
ety, and taking Sanctuary in the Arms, ra- 
ther than in the Underſtandings of Men; 
Violences are bad Pillars for Truth to reſt up- 
on. Ihe Church of England muſt be ſecured 
and maintain d; very good: But what? Can- (| 
not that he, unleſs the Diſſenters are deſtroy d? || 
That, ſurely, can be none of Chriſt's Church 
taat ſeeks her own Security in the Ruin of 
thoſe that almoſt hold every thing the ſame 
with-1t : It is no true, but a falſe Religion, 
that upholds itſelf by violent and forcible 
r 3 
The Church muſt be maintain'd and ſe- 
cured; therefbre the Diſſenters muſt be de- 
ſtroyꝰ d: A Conſequence, moſt unnatural, as it 
is almoſt impoſſible; for beſides that the Drad- 
gery would much unbecome the Civil Magi- 
itrare, 'who- is the Image of Divine Juſtice 
and Clemency, and that would faſten the 
Character of a: Falſe Church, upon one that 
deſires to be eſteem'd a True que. We fee 
the God of Nature hath taught us ſofter 
Moctrines in his great Book of the World; 
his Sun ſhines, and his Rain falls upon all. 
All the Productions of Nature, are by Love: 
And ſhall it be proper to £55, = only, to 
propagate by Force; the poor Hen inſtructs 
us in Humanity, Who to defend her fee- 
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England, and ſhew their Wits, in firſt 


only much to blame; but certainly” 


C25 N. 


—— that row. for the * of Man; 


. kind and warm Tlifflu⸗ 
*Tis kindneſs that upholds 
Human Race: People do not multiply in 
Spin ght; and if it be by gentle and friendly 
ays that Nature produces and matures 
the Creatures of the World, certainly Re- 
ligion ſhould reac is the ſame Leſſon in 2 
bright manner We may hereby learn thar 
thoſe hot es who think they do. God 
Service in "Railing at the Difſenrers ag 
nemies to the Church 1 on 0 of 
n 
the Robe of Rebelhon in all its blood Fo 
and then dreſſing up the e's in it, 
as that which fits none bui t uu, are not 


are produced by 


effeftually and eventually great 1Emies to 
the Peace of the Church, and "Proſperity 
of the Crown ; thoſe People who aft 

ſuppreſſing the Diſſenters, cannot be 4 5 


to either the Chufch or Government of 4A 
land, as can be 1 ly prov'd. Since be 


are Diſſenters, ey won't conform, tis 
impoſſible to make cent bur if they con- 
form to the Government, and are not if. 
fenters in Politicks, if they aſſent and confene 
in Matters for the publick Honour and — 
vantage of the Nation, then it cannot by 
the Intereſt of either Church or State, to 
DD" render 
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I· am afraid Sir, I. ae 
Patience; but OY Cancer! oy 41 
Country and een orn F bo Sub i 
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ten bo me. lanch into 
Lengt is; I ſhall only propoſe one Query 
youp Thought, and 10 conclude, wiz. . 


A iber or 50 th is $ Bilk cents x not too - 
much to confirm *. lerne ny, That 
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that curſed Intereſt (that not Cf fince mur- 
thered ſo many Hundred 'Lhout; 5 in neigh- 
bzukipg Countries, and lan nN Plot to blow 
up King, Lords and Commons, and burnt 
the Famous City of London to Aſhes) ma 
be getting into the Saddle again, which 
they do, and have ſo long gaped for; and 
hereby not only teach them afreſh, how to 
deal with Proteſtants, but to juſtifie all their 
bleody Cuelties of old; that upon the ac- 
count of Conſcience they have exerciſed 
towards them? I ſay, is there not too much 
cauſe for thoſe Fears, ſeein the Word Po- 
pery was not to be put in the Bill, but was 
Voted out for fear, as ſome ſaid, it would bea 
Clog! to it. 
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